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From a wedding proposal with a 
dramatic Cliffside view in Killarney Park 
to an apple orchard wedding, Sheena 
Harrington and Andrew Slade have 
framed important moments of their 
lives in natural surroundings. It was 
no surprise to friends and family that 
these two high school sweethearts would 
include their love of nature in their 
wedding décor, too. “We are both very 
outdoorsy and adventurous people so an 
outdoor ceremony was something that we 
had always wanted.”

Andrew, an architect, and Sheena, an 
urban planner, also decided early in their 
wedding planning that they were going to 
create their dream wedding themselves. 
“About a year ago, we started choosing 
our venue and photographer, and then we 
went into a winter lull without a lot of 
deadlines,” said Andrew. Though Sheena 
admits there were some stressful times, 
they never really hit high pressure mode. 
“We had a plan and took everything one 
step at a time,” said Sheena.

Afzia Shareef, owner of Style 
and Elegance Wedding and Event 
Coordination, says that DIY couples need 
to look seriously at the time they have 
available in their lives before they tackle 
DIY projects. 

Sheena and Andrew were lucky to have 
the support and creativity of family 
and friends to make their DIY plans a 
reality. Designed around a colour scheme 
of purple with light green and cream 
accents, many of their wedding design 
elements from their wedding bower, 
to table decorations, to the ceiling of 
the reception room were assembled by 
friends and family.

The setting for the ceremony was 
Andrew’s parents’ back yard in 
Thornbury – a 95-acre apple orchard. 
Keeping with the nature theme, Andrew 
and Sheena’s father crafted a wedding 
arbour out of birch, which was decorated 
with silk flowers. 

“It’s important for the couple to look at what else is going on in 
their lives. How demanding are their jobs? How many other social 
or other commitments do they have? Couples need to realistically 
assess the amount of time and energy they will have to put all 
the elements together themselves, and how much time and 
energy friends and family will have to help them,” says Afzia.
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The centerpieces at each table were 
placed on medallions of birch that 
Andrew cut from a fallen tree. “We 
sanded and polished them,” said Sheena, 
“and used them as the base for the table 
flowers.” To divide the large reception 
hall at the Craigleith Ski Club, birch 
branches were placed in a row of sap 
buckets tied with white bows, and were 
strung with twinkle lights to create 
two separate areas: one where guests 
gathered before the reception, and the 
other where the tables were set-up for 
dinner.

Though nature played a role in the 
décor for the wedding, so did technology. 
Andrew and Sheena used computer 
programs such as Photoshop and Issuu 
to create their invitations, save-the-date 
notices, and wedding day programs. 
All the wedding stationery, designed 
by Andrew included a graphic of two 
lovebirds (one green and one purple) with 
a heart between them. The two lovebirds 
were also used on the tags tied with 
purple ribbon to the table favours that 
were hand-wrapped pieces of chocolate 
almond bark.
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Photos were featured at all the tables 
and surrounded the tables’ centerpieces 
in a ring. The subject of each table’s 
photographs was one of the places where 
Sheena and Andrew had travelled in the 
years they’d been together, including 
Tobermory, Grand Bend, and Cuba. These 
photos featured friends and family who 
had shared those places with them. 
They provided great conversation pieces 
for the people sitting at the table who 
remembered those vacations and trips. 
Assigning place names to the tables 
helped with the seating plan. 

The reception hall suggested other 
décor ideas, too. With a timber frame 
and wood beams, the reception hall 
had a rustic charm all its own. The high 

ceiling in the room was a DIY decorating 
challenge. Sheena and Andrew chose to 
decorate the ceiling with twinkle lights 
and white Chinese lanterns. When the 
lights were turned off for dancing, it 
looked as if they were dancing under a 
starry night sky. Another lighting effect 
was created around the large fireplace 
that dominated one wall of the room. 
White fabric was draped on either side of 
the fireplace, and when the lights were 
turned down later, purple lights shone on 
the fabric giving it a romantic glow that 
coordinated with the colour theme of the 
day. 

Another décor accent was added to 
the fireplace mantle, where a colour-
coordinated display was created with silk 
flowers and highlighted with candles.

Sheena and Andrew chose white table 
linens to show off their décor touches. 
The flowers at the centre of each table 
were set in mason jars tied with raffia 
bows, and mason jars also held the bridal 
party’s wedding bouquets at the head 
table. The floral centerpieces featured 
the colour theme of the wedding with 

stem-dyed purple commercial mums, 
purple Statice, Aspidistra leaves, white 
flat mums, green Kermit mums, and 
Limonium. Simply Unique in Meaford 
created the bouquets. Explains Sheena, 
“The wedding bouquets served double 
duty; both as bouquets and as head table 
decoration. Vases were set on the table 
for the bouquets along with rented crystal 
candle holders to complete the look.” 

Sheen and Andrew had a supportive 
group of people helping them, but not all 
DIY couples are so lucky. Afzia Shareef 
owner of Style and Elegance Wedding 
and Event Coordination, explains that 
one challenge DIY couples can have is 
filtering out the noise of other people’s 
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opinions. “Once you have people helping 
you to create elements for your wedding, 
they often want to contribute their ideas, 
too, and it can be stressful to try to 
keep to your own, original vision of your 
wedding day.”

On the plus side, having family and 
friends with you and supporting you as 
you create your wedding dream provides 
lots of opportunities for fun, too. Says 
Afzia, “Remember that you don’t have 
to do everything alone. If you need to 
assemble the table favours, for instance, 
invite your bridesmaids to come over 
and help. Supply some wine and some 
favourite movies and make some fun pre-
wedding memories with your best friends 
and family.”

Sheena and Andrew agree that the 
main reasons for their wedding day 
success were working together as a team 
and paying close attention to detail. 

With planning, hard work, creativity, 
supportive family and friends, and 
cooperative weather, Andrew and Sheena 
made all their DIY wedding dreams come 
true.
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“Organization and scheduling 
are very important when it 
comes to the day running 
smoothly and on time,” said 
Sheena.


